INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, is entered into this ___ day of _______________________, 2002, pursuant to the provisions of the Act of July 12, 1972, No. 180, P.L. 762, 53 P.S. 481-490, relating to Intergovernmental Cooperation, by and between ____________ County (hereafter referred to as County) and the following municipalities of __________________ County.

The Boroughs of ________________________________, and the Townships of _________________________________, all situated in _____________________ County, Pennsylvania, and hereafter collectively referred to as (municipalities).

WHEREAS, the municipalities desire to enter into this Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement to provide for the creation of a Regional Emergency Management Agency within the County to represent the aforementioned municipalities during actual or potential natural or man-caused disaster emergencies within the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the governing bodies of the municipalities believe that the interest of the respective taxpayers is best served by the establishment of a regional emergency management agency rather than through individual municipal emergency management agencies; and

WHEREAS, the municipalities are in agreement as to the manner, creation, and operation of a regional emergency management agency; and

WHEREAS, the municipalities have heretofore caused to be formed, according to law, an organization known as the __________________ Regional Emergency Management Agency, hereinafter referred to as the Regional Emergency Management Agency, which organization shall assume responsibility for the functions of the separate emergency management agencies in each of the municipalities pursuant to the Emergency Management Service Code, as amended (hereafter referred to as the E.M.S. Code), and 

WHEREAS, the County and municipalities desire to create one joint emergency operations plan that can be used by the County, the municipalities and the Regional Emergency Management Agency to plan for and respond to any natural or man-caused disaster emergencies that may occur within the geographical boundaries of the Regional Emergency Management Agency; and

WHEREAS, the municipalities have heretofore adopted and declared the Emergency Operations Plan of the County to be the emergency operations plan of each of their municipalities for the purpose of fulfilling the requirement in Subsection 7503(1) of the E.M.S. Code (35 Pa. C.S. Section 7503(1)) to prepare, maintain and keep current a disaster emergency management plan for each of their municipalities.

NOW THERFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants and undertakings herein contained and intending to be legally bound hereby, the County and municipalities mutually agree as follows:

1. The County and each municipality has passed an ordinance in accordance with the requirements of the Act of July 12, 1972, P.L. 762, 53 P.S. 481-490, so as to give full force and legal effect to this Agreement.

2. Each municipality agrees that the Regional Emergency Management Agency shall assume the responsibilities and functions of the heretofore individual Emergency Management Agencies in each of the municipalities, and shall provide necessary information to the County Emergency Management Agency on a periodic basis, as determined by the Agency, in order to prepare and maintain a joint Emergency Operations Plan that can and will be implemented for response to emergencies affecting the municipalities that are parties to this Agreement.  Each municipality agrees that the County Emergency Operations Plan shall constitute the joint Emergency Operations Plan of the municipalities.

3. Each municipality shall appoint two individuals to serve as members of the Regional Emergency Management Agency, which will have planning and resource development responsibilities for emergency operations within the territorial limits of the municipalities that have formed the Regional Emergency Management Agency.  Actions taken by the Regional Emergency Management Agency must be ratified by the individual municipal governing bodies, as provided within the E.M.S. Code.

4. The Regional Emergency Management Agency will recommend one of the individuals named to the Agency to serve as the Emergency Management Coordinator and another to serve as Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator of the Regional Emergency Management Agency, with responsibility for operational control of emergency response operations within the territorial limits of the Regional Emergency Management Agency.  The Regional Emergency Management Coordinator will be subject to the direction and control of the elected officials of the municipality affected by the emergency situation.  In no case, however, shall the Regional Emergency Management Coordinator and his/her Deputy be from the same municipality.  If two or more municipalities are affected by the same emergency situation, the Regional Emergency Management Coordinator shall be subject to the direction and control of the elected officials of the county as required by the E.M.S. Code.  The Regional Emergency Management Coordinator shall be appointed by the Governor in accordance with the provisions of the E.M.S. Code.

5. Each municipality shall provide financial support for the Regional Emergency Management Agency, based upon a per capital basis or such other basis as participating municipalities may agree from time to time.  Also, the municipalities agree to designate one municipality as the agency for the other municipalities for the purpose of paying the expenses of the Regional Emergency Management Agency as required by the E.M.S. Code.

6. Each municipality agrees to supply the resources and personnel necessary to operate effectively the Regional Emergency Management Agency and to otherwise assist the Agency in carrying out its responsibilities and duties to the residents of each of the respective municipalities.

7. Each municipality agrees that, in the event of the dissolution of the Regional Emergency Management Agency or the cessation of operation by the Regional Emergency Management Agency, then all property, equipment and assets of any kind belonging to Regional Emergency Management Agency shall become the property of the municipalities in proportion to their respective contributions to the Regional Emergency Management Agency.

8. Each municipality agrees to be a member of the Regional Emergency Management Agency for a term of at least ___ years.  At the end of this period of time, any municipality may withdraw from the Agency after providing a) 30 days written notice to the other member municipalities and b) acceptance by the county emergency management coordinator of a stand alone emergency operations plan for that municipality.  This Agreement, however, shall continue to exist among the remaining municipalities.

9. Additional municipalities may become parties to this Agreement upon acceptance and execution of this Agreement, and upon approval by the governing bodies of the municipalities already a party to this Agreement.

10. This Agreement shall become effective for the County and each municipality hereto when the County and that municipality, by Ordinance of its governing body, adopts and approves this Agreement, and authorizes the proper county and municipal official to execute the same

ATTEST:

_________________________________

County Secretary

_________________________________

Borough Secretary

_________________________________

Borough Secretary

_________________________________

Township Secretary

_________________________________

Township Secretary




County of ________________________

By: _____________________________


County Commissioner

By: _____________________________


County Commissioner

By: _____________________________


County Commissioner

Borough of _______________________

By: _____________________________


Borough Council President

Borough of _______________________

By: _____________________________


Borough Council President

Township of ______________________

By: _____________________________


Board of Supervisors

Township of ______________________

By: _____________________________


Board of Supervisors

Received by ________________ County on __________________.

By: _____________________________

      County Emergency Management Coordinator

NOTE:
  All of the Boroughs and Townships listed above are members of the Regional Emergency Management Agency described in this Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement.

� This form has been approved and accepted by the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) on October 1, 2002.
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