REGIONAL POLICE FORCE

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT


MADE, EXECUTED, and delivered in multiple copies this ______day of ________, 20__, by, between and among the __________ County Regional Police Commission, hereinafter called "Commission”, a municipal entity formed in accordance with Act No. 180 of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, approved ___________ __, 20__, composed of ________ Township, _____________ Borough, ________- Township, _________- Township, and _____________ Borough municipal subdivisions of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, situate in the County of ______, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

WITNESSETH:


WHEREAS, the power to designate the Commission is contained and granted by the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Article 9, Section 5 et seq.; and


WHEREAS, each of the present members of the Commission because of increasing population and a concomitant increase in public safety problems tending to obliterate historical municipal boundaries in the enforcement of the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the ordinances of the several municipalities comprising, the Commission; and


WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for uniformity and continuity in the enforcement of the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the ordinances of the several municipalities, parties hereunto; and



WHEREAS, cooperation among the members of the Commission is the proper exercise and discharge of their Governmental powers, duties, and functions and is provided in the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in Article 9, Section 5, as well as Act of September 29, 1959, P.L. 990, as amended, (53 P.S. 472, et seq.)


NOW, THEREFORE, for, and in consideration of the mutual promises hereinafter contained, the parties hereunto intending to be legally bound hereby, have agreed as follows, to wit:


In accordance with Section 7 of the Act of the General Assembly hereinbefore mentioned, it is hereby specifically set forth:


(a)  The conditions of agreement are between the municipalities hereinbefore mentioned and under such conditions as shall be hereinafter provided.


(b)  This agreement shall continue until _________ __, 20__, and it is hereby specifically agreed that no party or municipality shall terminate its rights, duties and obligations until ________ __. 20__  On and after _________ __, 20__ any party hereunto can, upon one year's written notice, served by certified mail upon all other parties hereunto, withdraw from this agreement, provided however, nevertheless, that such obligations and liabilities caused by its withdrawal and imposed upon the remaining members for a period of two years next following

its withdrawal.


(c)  The purposes and objectives of this agreement in addition to those previously set forth are as follows:


1.  To employ all necessary personnel to fulfill the needs, objectives and purposes of the Commission.


2 . To set pay scales relative to said employees and to promote said personnel on a meritorious basis


3.  To administer a pension fund and all other necessary funds relative to the proper operation of the commission.


4.  To determine suitable vacation, sick leave, and other employee benefits relative to the proper operation of said Commission.


5.  To buy, sell and lease all necessary real property, personal property, including letting bids on a competitive basis, relative to the proper operation of said Commission.


(d)  The manner and extent of financing this agreement shall be as set forth in Article V of this agreement.


(e)  The organizational structure necessary to implement this agreement shall be as previously set forth and as further forth in this agreement, particularly in Article II.


(f )  The manner in which property, real and personal, shall be acquired, managed or disposed of shall be on a competitive basis, as set forth in this agreement, except as shall

otherwise be exempted by law.

ARTICLE I - POLICE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES


Section A.  That all mutual municipal boundaries of the five political subdivisions shall be obliterated for the purposes of police service, so that a single police district comprising the total geographic area of the Boroughs and the three Townships is established, hereinafter known as the _____________ County Regional Police District

ARTICLE II - JOINT POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION


Section A. That the ______________ County Police District shall be under a general supervision of a Joint Commission to be known as the ____________ County Regional Police Commission (__CRPC) consisting of one representative from each municipality, Parties to this agreement provided that when additional municipalities become part of the __CRPC, each such joining municipality shall have same membership on the Commission as the municipalities then members of the __CRPC. The joining municipalities may determine the appointees by resolution, and so notify the __CRPC at its organization meeting.


Section B.  That the representative from the Boroughs shall be the mayor of the Borough or the member of Borough Council acting as Mayor and the representative from the Townships shall be one of the Township Supervisors.


Section C.  That the governing body of the joining municipality shall appoint the member of the __CRPC for a term of one year, renewable annually.  The term of office shall commence on the date of appointment, which shall be made at the reorganization meeting of the governing body of the municipality.


Section D.  That if a remember of the __CRPC is separated from the Board of Supervisors or the Mayorality office, or Borough Council, for any reason, or is absent or incapacitated, his office on the __CRPC will automatically become vacant and the governing body of the municipality shall make an appointment to the unexpired term or interim term.


Section E.  That the officers of the __CRPC shall be Chairman, Vice-Chairman,                   Secretary, Treasurer, and their duties shall be as prescribed by Roberts Rules of, Revised.

ARTICLE III - MEETINGS


Section A.  The __CRPC shall meet at 7:30 P.M. on the day following reorganization meeting of the municipalities, governing bodies, parties to this agreement, for the purpose of 

electing officers for a one year term, and in the event that such day is a legal holiday under the laws of the Commonwealth, then the annual organization meeting, of the __CRPC shall be held the next succeeding secular day not a legal holiday under the laws of the Commonwealth, or at such other times as may be determined by the __CRPC.


Section B. That the members of the __CRPC shall meet at __:__ _.M. on _______ of each month for the purpose of conducting the business of the Commission and in

the event that such day is a legal holiday under the laws of the Commonwealth, or at such other time as may be determined by resolution of the __CRPC.


Section C.  That special or rescheduled regular meetings of the __CRPC may be scheduled by appropriate resolution of the Commission fixing the date, time and place of such meeting.  Special or rescheduled regular meetings may be called by the Chairman and shall be called at the written request of any two or more members of the __CRPC.  The call and the request, if any, shall state the purpose of the meeting.  The meeting shall be held at such date,

time and place as shall be designated in the call of the meeting.  Written notice of each such special or rescheduled meeting shall be given, at least one day prior to the day named for the meeting, to each member of the __CRPC who does not waive such notice in writing.


Section D.  That a majority of the members of the __CRPC shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and the acts of a majority of the members present at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the action of the Commission.  Voting on all questions shall be taken by a show of hands or voice vote, provided, however, that the Chairman may on his own motion or shall, at the request of any member, cause a vote to be taken by roll call.  The parliamentary procedure of the __CRPC shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order, Revised.


Section E. That the  __CRPC shall maintain an accurate record of the minutes of meetings, regular or special, and other records; and Further, that such minutes and records shall, at reasonable times, be open for inspection by any citizen of the participating municipalities.

ARTICLE IV - APPORTIONMENT FORMULA


That all costs for area-wide police service shall be apportioned on an equitable basis in accordance with determination arrived at by the __CRPC.  Apportionment formulas shall be reviewed annually by the __CRPC.

ARTICLE V - FINANCE


Section A.  That the __CRPC shall prepare an annual budget which shall be submitted for consideration and approval to each of the participating governing bodies not later than

_________ __; and, that if such approvals have not been consummated, the prior year’s budget shall be operative until such approvals are given to the __CRPC.  Each municipality party to this agreement shall release to the Treasurer proportionate shares of the annual Budget appropriations quarterly on the first day of February, May, August, and November of each year.


  Section B.  That all monies of the __CRPC, from, whatever source derived, shall be paid to the Treasurer of the __CRPC.  Said monies shall be deposited by the Treasurer in a

special account in a bank located in the participating municipalities.  The account, to the extent the same is not Insured, shall be continuously secured by a pledge of direct obligations of the U.S.A. or of the Commonwealth, or of the municipalities creating the __CRPC, having an aggregate market value of all times at least equal to the balance on deposit on such an account.

The monies in said account shall be paid out on the warrant or other order of the Treasurer of the __CRPC, or of such other person as the Commission may authorize to execute such warrants or orders.  The Treasurer of the __CRPC shall give bond in such sum as approved by the __CRPC, and the premiums shall be paid by the __CRPC.


Section C.  That the __CRPC shall file an annual written report covering its police work with the Department of Community and Economic Development of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and with the municipalities creating the Commission by February fifteenth of each year.  The __CRPC shall have its books, accounts, and records audited annually by a Certified Public Accountant and a copy of his audit report shall be attached to, and be made a part of the aforesaid annual report.  A concise financial statement shall be publicized annual, at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the participating municipalities.  If the __CRPC fails to make such an audit, then the comptroller, auditors, or accountants designated by any one or all of the participating municipalities shall be authorized from time to time to examine the books of the __CRPC including its receipts, disbursements, sinking funds, investments, and any other matters relating to its financing and affairs.  The Attorney General of the Commonwealth

of Pennsylvania shall have the right to examine the books, accounts and records of __CRPC.

ARTICLE VI - JURISDICTION AND POWER


Section A. That the __CRPC shall provide technical supervision an direction to all of the police activities of the district, providing police services as required in each participating municipality which may include investigation of all crimes and complaints within the said municipalities, assistance in the enforcement of ordinances in the municipalities and all other services normally provided by a municipal police agency.


Section B.  That the __________ County Regional Police Commission and civilian personnel shall be under the direct supervision of a Regional Police Chief, who will report to the __CRPC.


Section C.  That all appointments, removals, promotions, and suspensions shall be made by the __CRPC pursuant to the pertinent Borough and Township Codes.  


Section D.  That the __CRPC shall make uniform policies on wages, hours, and conditions and terms of employment and other matters relating to effective police service, consistent with the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.


Section E.  That the __CRPC shall adopt a written police personnel policy covering all the sections of this Article and make same available for distribution to the parties of this

agreement.


Section F.  That the funds from the Foreign Casualty and Insurance Company (Act of May 12, 1943, P.L. 259, as amended., or any other act subsequently enacted) distributed to the participating municipalities by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall be forwarded by the joining parties to agreement, for the purposes authorized under such act governing the operation of the police pension funds, the amount credited against proportionate shares of total costs to be paid by the parties to the Agreement.  The __CRPC shall immediately upon execution of this Agreement seek a ruling from the Attorney General's Office on the receipt of funds under the aforementioned act by the joint commissions, in which case the offset credit of this section shall not be applicable.

ARTICLE VII - PROPERTY


Section A. That in the event of termination of this agreement, all common equipment, materials, and supplies retained by the __CRPC shall be appraised by appraisers appointed by the parties to the agreement for purposes of determining the value of the equipment, materials and supplies. The equipment, materials and supplies shall then be distributed in the same proportion as the actual expenses of the participating municipalities for the area-wide protection during the past twelve month period.  In the event that an equitable distribution is not possible, all, or any portion of the equipment, material and supplies may be sold and the proceeds distributed in the aforesaid proportion.

ARTICLE VIII - POLICE HEADQUARTERS


Section A.  That the Central Police Headquarters for the ___________ County Regional Police Commission shall be located initially in the _______- Township Building.  The rental costs will be agreed to between the __CRPC and The Supervisors of _______- Township.  The final location of the Central Police Headquarters shall be determined by the __CRPC.

ARTICLE IX - POLICE RECORD SYSTEM


Section A.  That the __CRPC shall establish and control a complete and up-to-date uniform police record system after first assembling all existing police records of the police department of the municipalities parties to this agreement.

ARTICLE X - IMMUNITY AND CLAIMS


Section A. That the police services performed and the expenditures incurred under this agreement shall be deemed for public and governmental purposes, and all immunities from

liabilities enjoyed by the participating municipalities within its boundaries shall extend to its participation in police services outside its boundaries.


Section B.  That __CRPC shall maintain adequate liability insurance coverage against claims arising out of the police activities of each participating municipality rendering police

duty or service hereunder in its own and outside its municipal boundaries.  Each participating municipality hereby waives any and all causes of action or claims against all other participating, municipalities hereto and against __CRPC which may arise out of their police activities and in the case of municipalities participating hereunder whether within or outside its municipal boundaries, to contain a waiver of subrogation clause or endorsement under which the insurance company waives its right of subrogation against each party to this agreement as to any and all causes of action or claims against all other participating municipalities hereto which may arise out of their police activities hereunder.


Section C.  That for purposes of liability in actions arising out of regional police services, all participating municipalities shall be proportionately liable for actions against any municipality for services lawfully provided.  The proportion of liability shall be in the same proportion as the actual expenses of the participating municipalities for the area-wide protection during the period of police services in question.

ARTICLE XI - JOINDER OF ADDITIONAL MUNICIPALITIES


Section A.  That additional municipalities may become parties to this Agreement upon application to the __CRPC, approval of all the then participating, municipalities, and upon proper acceptance of the provisions of the agreement by the applicant municipality.


Section B.  That the __CRPC may, permit the purchase of services by non-participating municipalities on terms mutually agreed upon by the participating municipalities.

ARTICLE XII - INTERPRETATION OF AGREEMENT


Section A.  That all differences arising, out of interpretation of this Agreement shall be resolved by the __CRPC, or if the dispute over interpretation is not resolved within sixty (60) days, by a vote of  the participating municipalities, each body casting one vote as determined by a majority in each governing body.

ARTICLE XIII – TERMINATION


Section A.  That withdrawal from this Agreement by any single party to it shall not terminate the agreement among the remaining parties.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereunto have executed the same day and year first above written.

Attest:





________- TOWNSHIP







By:_______________________________







___________- BOROUGH







By:_______________________________







___________ TOWNSHIP







By:_______________________________







__________-- TOWNSHIP







By:_______________________________







___________- BOROUGH







By:_______________________________

The PSATS Ordinance Database includes examples that townships can use when developing their own ordinances, job descriptions, and personnel regulations. Please keep in mind that these examples are merely an informational resource for you to use in developing your own ordinance, job description, or personnel regulation. PSATS does not guarantee the legal effectiveness of any of these examples, nor their appropriateness to any particular situation. These are for your judgment in consultation with your legal representative. PSATS encourages township officials to review and discuss all proposed ordinances, job descriptions, or personnel regulations with their township solicitor.
