MUTUTAL AID AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMNT, made this ________ day of _______________,  2____, by and between the municipalities of _________________________________________, _____________________, ___________________________, and ______________________, municipal corporations duly existing under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

WITNESSETH, as follows:

WHEREAS, the said municipalities are political subdivisions of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, the said municipalities are responsible for the health, safety and welfare of their residents; and

WHEREAS, the said municipalities are empowered by the Legislature to enter into contracts to provide adequate levels of protection from fire for their municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the municipalities have determined that the mutual sharing of fire department resources can provide for a high level of protection from fire for their residents;

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements contained herein, the Parties hereto, intending to be legally bound hereby, do covenant and agree for themselves, their successors and assigns, as follows:

ARTICLE I: Scope of Service - The Parties hereto agree to allow their individual fire departments, as designated herein, to provide fire protection in the form of assistance to other municipalities who are Parties to this Agreement and their fire departments, in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth herein.  The Parties hereto agree to allow their fire departments to provide apparatus and manpower for this purpose when requested to do so by any Party hereto, who may be in need of such service. Services of this type shall only be provided when requested by the Senior or Officer of Record of the municipality’s fire department requesting such mutual aid.

ARTICLE II: Command Authority - The Fire Chief and/or the most senior Fire Department Officer representing the fire department to which mutual aid is being furnished shall be in charge of all fire emergency operations within his or her municipality. Any fire department initiating response to another municipality under the terms of this Agreement shall fall under the command authority of the Officer in Charge of the emergency operations to which they are responding during the course of rendering the requested assistance.

It shall be the responsibility of the officers of each municipal fire department to determine numbers and types of apparatus that shall respond when requested, as well as on what types of emergency calls. These officers shall also be responsible to notify those fire departments that they earmark to provide mutual aid, in writing, of their responsibilities and duties in responding to mutual aid assistance requests.

ARTICLE III:  Workers’ Compensation and Insurance - The Parties hereto agree to provide Workers’ Compensation, or other sufficient Insurance to cover their own firefighters as they undertake firefighting operations within and without their municipalities under the terms of this Agreement.  Mutual aid responses made by fire departments under this Agreement shall be recognized as authorized responses of the fire departments by their municipalities. Municipalities who are Parties to this Agreement shall also provide Errors and Omissions Insurance coverage for the officers and members of their individual fire departments.

The Parties hereto further agree to furnish adequate Liability Insurance to cover their fire department personnel and apparatus during responses to mutual aid assistance requests. Municipalities receiving mutual aid pursuant to this Agreement are relieved of any liability incurred by fire companies other than their own. No Party hereto shall be required to reimburse another municipality or its fire department for operating expenses incurred for mutual aid responses.

ARTICLE IV: Effect of Agreement - The Parties hereto agree to bind themselves to the terms of this Agreement. No legal liability shall be imposed upon the said Parties, or their fire departments, except those concerning compensation, liability and other insurance set forth in ARTICLE III herein.

ARTICLE V: Term of Agreement - This Agreement shall be effective upon approval, as evidenced below, by the authorized officials of the respective Parties hereto, and shall continue in full force and effect until terminated. Any Party wishing to terminate their involvement in this Agreement may do so by notifying all other Parties hereto, in writing, of their intent to withdraw at least ninety (90) days prior to the Date of Termination. Withdrawal by any Party from this Agreement shall not affect the responsibilities and duties of the remaining Parties hereto. Upon withdrawal, no mutual aid assistance shall be provided to or by any Party, pursuant to this Agreement, after said Party has withdrawn from this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREF, the said Parties hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year above written.

_______________________________

By: _______________________________

MUNICIPALITY A

_______________________________

Designated Fire Company

_______________________________

By: _______________________________

MUNICIPALITY B

_______________________________

Designated Fire Company

