AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION ORDINANCE

Providing for the designation of agricultural lands within _________________________ Township, _________________________ County, Pennsylvania, as an Agricultural Area.

Be it enacted and ordained by the Township of _________________________, _________________________ County, Pennsylvania, at regular meeting assembled and it is hereby enacted and. ordained by the authority of the same, that in pursuance of the authority granted to the Townships of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by the Act of the General Assembly of the said Commonwealth known as the Agricultural Area Security Law approved June 30, 1981, P.L. 126, No. 143, as amended, (3 P.S. 901).

Section 1 - Definitions.  Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall have, for the purpose of this Ordinance, the meaning herein and hereinafter indicated, which shall be applicable to the voluntary participating landowners, and shall include all those designated areas pertaining to agriculture in _________________________ Township.

a.  Advisory committee - An Agricultural Area Advisory Committee.

b.  Agricultural Area - A unit of 500 or more acres of land used for the agricultural production of crops, livestock and livestock products under the ownership of one or more persons.

c. Agricultural Production The production for commercial purposes of crops, livestock and livestock products, but not land or portions thereof used for processing or retail merchandising of such crops, livestock or livestock products.

d. Board – The agricultural lands condemnation approval board.

e. County governing body - The county board of commissioners or other designated counsel of representatives under home rule charters.

f.  Crops, livestock and livestock products - Include but are not limited to:

1. Field crops, including corn, wheat, oats, rye, barley, hay, potatoes and dry beans.

2. Fruits, including apples, peaches , grapes , cherries and berries.

3. Vegetables, including tomatoes, snap beans, cabbage, carrots, beets, onions and mushrooms.

4. Horticultural specialties, including nursery stock ornamental shrubs, ornamental trees and flowers.

5. Livestock and livestock products, including cattle, sheep, hogs, goats, horses, poultry, fur-bearing animals, milk, eggs and furs,

6. Timber, wood and other wood products derived from trees.

g. Development. easement - An interest in land, 1ess than fee simple title, which interest represents the inchoate right to develop such lands for residential, commercial, recreational or industrial uses. This right shall become absolute when the owner of a development easement either owns the land to which the easement belongs or has a written agreement with the owner of the land to use the development easement on the land: Provided, however, that the use of the development easement is in compliance with all local zoning ordinances.

h. Governing body - The governing body of a local government unit,

i.  Local government unit - Any city, borough, township or town,

j.  Normal farming operations The customary and generally accepted activities, practices, and procedures that farmers adopt, use, or engage in year after year in the production and preparation for market of poultry, livestock, and their products and in the production and harvesting of agricultural, agronomic, horticultural, silvicultural, and aquicultural crops and commodities.

k. Planning commission - A local government planning commission.

l. Viable agricultural land - land suitable for agricultural production and which will continue to be economically feasible for such use if real estate taxes, farm use restrictions, and speculative activities are limited to levels approximating those in commercial agricultural areas not influenced by the proximity of urban and related nonagricultural development.

Section 2.  _____________________Township, _____________ County, Pennsylvania, shall hereafter be designated as an Agricultural Area which shall including all that real estate as designated by the following owners of real estate with __________________ County Tax Parcel Numbers and respective acres:

________________
__________________
_______________
____________

________________
__________________
_______________
____________

Section 3.  It is hereby directed that a description of the Agricultural Area shall be filed with the Recorder of Deeds of ________________ County and with the Planning Commission of _________________________ County.

Section 4.  This Ordinance shall become effective five days after enactment.

Section 5. Any Ordinance or part of an Ordinance of the Township of _______________, _____________________ County, Pennsylvania, conflicting with this Ordinance or any part thereof is hereby repealed as the same affects this Ordinance.

Ordained and enacted by the Board of Supervisors of the Township of ______________, _________________County, Pennsylvania, at its regular meeting held on the __________ day of _________________, 2________.

The PSATS Ordinance Database includes examples that townships can use when developing their own ordinances, job descriptions, and personnel regulations. Please keep in mind that these examples are merely an informational resource for you to use in developing your own ordinance, job description, or personnel regulation. PSATS does not guarantee the legal effectiveness of any of these examples, nor their appropriateness to any particular situation. These are for your judgment in consultation with your legal representative. PSATS encourages township officials to review and discuss all proposed ordinances, job descriptions, or personnel regulations with their township solicitor.
